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Cultural Narrative of a City '23

Yu Homma/ Keio University Art Center

Minato City is undergoing major redevel-
opment, transforming the city's landscape and
industries. New communities and activities are
constantly emerging and evolving, adding to the
dynamic charm of urban life. However, this also
means that Minato City continues to become
divided. In a society that is changing at an un-
precedented pace due to advances in informa-
tion technology, a significant challenge in urban
areas is to avoid widening the gap between
communities based on generation, digital litera-
cy, disability, life stage and values and to prevent
individuals from becoming isolated.

In addition, Minato City is an international
city with a concentration of large corporations. It
is @ hub of contemporary culture and a historical
and cultural city that has inherited cultural assets
from the Edo period. While various actors actively
engage in cultural activities ranging from tradi-
tional to contemporary culture at different levels,
it is hard to say that communities connecting
these activities are flourishing.

The Cultural Narrative of a City Project aims
to address these issues: 'community fragmenta-
tion due to social change' and 'lacking commu-
nity connections rooted in diverse local cultural
resources'. It seeks to present a model that en-
hances the museum's function of inheriting cul-

ture, updating it for the times and reconnecting
it with society.

This year, the project focused on four initia-
tives:

- Creating inclusive cultural experiences

“Implementing and modelling object-based
learning workshops

- Conducting learning workshops to visualise
and connect local cultural resources

- Managing and modelling the project

The project hosted a total of eight events
based on these initiatives.

Each event demonstrated the museum's
approach to the aforementioned local issues.
Events are inherently temporary and limited to
a specific time and place. It is thus difficult for
people who were absent at that time and place
to receive the content and message of the event.

In the project, we focus on video and textual
recording and archiving to make the project's ac-
tivities, including events, externally referential as
models. This booklet reports on the activities of
initiatives 1 to 3 as part of the text-based archive.
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